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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 271 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB, ILO, PO 

SUBJECT: PORTUGAL AND THE ILO 

1 . LABOR MINISTRY PUBLIC AFFAIRS SECTION IS PREPARING PORTUGUESE 
POSITIONS FOR ILO CONFERENCE IN JUNE. MINISTRY OFFICER TOLD 
LABATT APR 5 GOP WORRIED THAT IF UNITED STATES LEAVES ILO 
NUMBER OF OTHER DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES WILL ALSO LEAVE AND THE 
ORGANIZATION WILL CEASE TO HAVE MEANING. LABATT RECOUNTED USG 
POSITION TOWARD ILO AND EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE WHICH JUNE ILO 
CONFERENCE WILL HAVE IN INFLUENCING US DECISION. 

2. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT GOP DELEGATION TO JUNE ILO CONFERENCE 
WILL BE MORE DISPOSED TO SHARE US POSITIONS THAN IN RECENT PAST. 
SPECIFICALLY, LABOR MINISTRY OFFICER FILIPE ROMEIRAS WILL 
REPRESENT GOP ON RESTRUCTURING ISSUE. HE INDICATES AGREEMENT 
WITH US POSITION. IT IS ALSO UNDERSTOOD THAT EFFORTS 

ARE BEING MADE SO THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
"OPEN LETTER" MOVEMENT WILL BE INCLUDED. FOR THE FIRST TIME, 

AS A PART OF PORTUGUESE LABOR DELEGATION IN ADDITION TO REPRE- 
SENTATIVES FROM THE CGTP. 
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